BUAD 200x
   ECONOMIC FOUNDATIONS FOR BUSINESS       Office: BRI 308 

Prof. Tontz



SYLLABUS
                                 Phone: None, use email               

Spring 2009


          
      
                                             Email: rtontz@usc.edu 

Website: http://www.csun.edu/~rlt50610/USCBaud200.htm  

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 7:30 – 8:00 am; 10:00 – 10:30 am. and by appointment. 
Required Text & Study Material: Essentials of Economics, (fifth edition) by N. Gregory Mankiw, Harcourt College publishers, combined with Aplia Online for problem sets & homework.
Course Objectives: This course is designed to familiarize students with the essential principles that form the basis of microeconomics and macroeconomics. The microeconomic portion of the course will build upon the individual decision making process under scarcity, which leads to the demand concept. The study of production and cost leads to the concept of supply. The study of markets will then focus on the determination of prices and the role of profits. Additionally, the course will analyze differing degrees of competition (ranging from the pure competition model to monopoly) and the effects on efficiency, profits and prices. The macroeconomic portion focuses on the measurements of macroeconomic activity, the business cycle, and the effects of fiscal and monetary policy. The Keynesian model of aggregate demand and supply is presented, as well as the Monetarists model of macroeconomics with emphasis on the role of the Federal Reserve. Upon completion of the course, the student should have a good understanding of a market economy and the effects of alternative government policies. 
Grading Policy: There will be two midterm exams, (20% each), class participation & homework, (20%), and a cumulative final, (40%). Except as noted below ,if a student misses either of the midterm exams or the final exam, a grade of zero will be assigned for the missed exam. If a student misses a midterm exam or the final exam for medical reasons, the excuse must be supported by appropriate documentation and the physician's signature. In the case of a missed midterm exam for medical reasons, the exam portion of the grade will be based proportionately on the other midterm and the final exam. 
Academic Dishonesty: The Use of unauthorized material, communication with fellow students during an examination, attempting to benefit from the work of another student, and similar behavior that defeats the intent of an examination, or other class work is unacceptable to the University.  It is often difficult to distinguish between a culpable act and inadvertent behavior resulting from the nervous tensions accompanying examinations.  Where a clear violation has occurred, however, the instructor may disqualify the student’s work as unacceptable and assign a failing mark on the paper. (S Campus)

 

Disability: Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a disability is required to register with Disability Services and Programs (DSP) each semester.  A letter of verification for approved accommodations can be obtained from DSP.  Please be sure the letter is delivered to me (or my TA) as early in the semester as possible.  DSP is located in STU 301 and is open8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  The phone number for DSP is (213) 740-0776.

Course Outline: 
The following is a broad outline of course content. Depending on class progress, this outline is subject to change. A new outline will be posted should any major change be envisioned. All readings relate to the required text. 
Date                           Topic





                       Reading 
01.12-14.2009 
 W1. Introduction: Economics as a science, Scarcity, Choice and Competition. 
01.19-21.2009  W2.  (No Class Monday) The Economic Approach                               Ch. 1 & 2 
       (Note: Review & Study the appendix to Chapter2 on Graphs) 
01.26-28.2009
W3. Comparative Advantage & Exchange                                                Ch. 3 
02.02-04.2009
W4. Supply and Demand: The Market for goods


           Ch. 4
02.09-11.2009
W5. Elasticity & Applications; Government Policy & Markets
           Ch. 5, 6, 7
02.16-18.2009  W6. (No Class Monday), Wed.  Midterm # 1
02.23-25.2009
W7. Mon. Midterm #1, Wed. Externalities & Public Goods                  Ch. 10, 11 
 
03.02-04.2009
W8. The Costs of production; The Competitive Market

           Ch. 12, 13  
03.09-11.2009
W9. Alternative Market Structures: Monopoly & Price Discrimination    Ch. 14 

03.16-19.2009           (Spring Break)
03.23-25.2009
W10. Macroeconomic Measures: Income, inflation, unemployment         Ch. 15, 16, 20 
03.30-04.01.09
W11. Midterm #2 
04.06-08.2009
W12. The Monetary System




             Ch. 21
04.13-15.2009
W13. Aggregate Supply & Demand


                          Ch. 23
04.20-22.2009
W14. Monetary & Fiscal Policy Compared                                                 Ch. 24
04.27-29.2009  W15. Review & Special Topics

                        
05.11.2009
 Final Exam  Monday  11:00am – 1:00pm: (Combined Final Room TBA)                    

             This is the only day the final will be given so if you have conflicts, please make 
         

              alternative arrangements with your other faculty.
Aplia  Student Registration and Payment Instructions 

Course Name: BUAD 200x, Spring 2009, Tontz 

Start Date: 01/12/2009 

Instructor: Richard Tontz 

Course Key: 6BLP-ZXLT-W3YY 

You can begin working on your homework as soon as you register! 

•  In this course, you will use a textbook and Aplia's website. 

•  In most cases, you can save money if you buy Aplia and your textbook together. See payment options below. 

•  You will have access to a digital version of your textbook using Aplia. 

Registration 

If you have never used Aplia before... 

1.  Connect to http://www.aplia.com. 

2.  Click the New Student link and enter your Course Key: 6BLP-ZXLT-W3YY. Continue following the instructions to complete your registration. 

If you have used Aplia before... 

1.  Connect to http://www.aplia.com. 

2.  Sign in with your usual e-mail address and password and enter your Course Key when prompted: 6BLP-ZXLT-W3YY. If you are not prompted for a new Course Key, click the Enter Course Key button to enroll in a new Aplia course. Enter your Course Key when you are prompted. 

* You will have different payment options after you register for your course. If you choose to pay later, you can use Aplia without paying until 11:59 PM on 02/01/2009. 

Payment 

Option 1: Digital Textbook with Aplia Access 

•  From Aplia: Purchase access to your course from Aplia's website for $70.00 USD.

Option 2: Physical Textbook with Aplia Access (also includes digital textbook) 

•  From Aplia: Purchase access to your course for $70.00 USD and a physical book for $60.00 USD from Aplia's website. 

•  From Bookstore: Purchase an Aplia Access Card and a physical book together as a bundle from your campus bookstore. 

* If you purchased an Aplia Access Card from a bookstore, enter the Access Card's payment code on Aplia's website as payment for your Aplia course. 

* You will have access to your digital textbook up until the end of this course. 

