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The celebrities we should consider using in a communications campaign about childhood obesity are listed with qualifications and backgrounds below.

Shaquille O’Neal
Shaquille O’Neal has taken an active role in fighting childhood obesity most notably through his own TV program, “Shaq’s Big Challenge”, in which he and several nutritional and exercise experts address 6 obese children and work to change their lives through nutrition, education, and exercise habits. Through the show, they also do outreach to schools and neighborhoods to help change school cafeteria menus and involve the broader community. 

Jerry Rice
Jerry Rice has been involved in a “Live like a Champion” tour supporting health education and combating childhood obesity supported by the California Governor's Council on Physical Fitness and Sports and Anthem Blue Cross of California.
 He is a good candidate because of his recognizable face and achievements as an NFL athlete.

Vince Carter
As a 5-time NBA All-Star and New Jersey Nets player, Vince Carter has joined up with Mia Hamm and Gatorade to promote “Get 60!” a University of North Carolina program geared towards getting former student-athletes to promote healthy lifestyles to younger children in the North Carolina area.  Vince Carter is a very popular NBA star likely to influence children to adopt healthier eating habits.

50 Cent
50 Cent is a very popular rapper and known for his physical stature and physique. He also promotes a sports-oriented water brand called, “Formula 50”. He has participated in events promoted by Glaceau, a water company he owns a stake in, to encourage student chefs to create healthy foods and recipes as an alternative to unhealthy eating habits.

From an article at Access Hollywood:  “In an interview with The Associated Press earlier this week, 50 said he thinks “it’s a lot more difficult for kids” to stick to a healthy diet. 50, who has bared his washboard abs on album covers, said he wasn’t always so physically fit.”

Muhammad Ali
Muhammad Ali is an instantly recognizable sports legend that can add a great degree of credibility to any campaign. His previous contributions to the fight against childhood obesity consist of teaming with the Mars candy company to produce healthier snacks under the GOAT (Greatest Of All Time) brand name. GOAT snacks no longer exist, but his commitment to fighting obesity is in line with his commitment to a lifetime of maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

Rachel Ray
Rachel Ray is one of the most popular TV chefs on television, works with her own “Yum-O” organization to promote healthier cafeteria food, and educate parents about nutrition for kids in an effort to fight childhood obesity. Last year on her show, she along with former President Bill Clinton, announced a joint effort by Yum-O and Clinton’s Alliance for a Healthier Generation to “clean up” school food. 

Mia Hamm
Mia Hamm, a 2004 Olympic Women’s Soccer champion and 2001 and 2002 FIFA World Player of the Year, is very recognizable as the “face” of Women’s soccer in the United States. Along with Vincee Carter, she is involved in the “Get 60!” University of North Carolina Program to educate and promote healthier lifestyles to kids.

Mos Def & Susan Sarandon
Mos Def and Susan Sarandon recently agreed to be honorary co-chairs of the 4th Annual Children’s Sports & Fitness Expo. They are not particularly known for their commitment to combating obesity, but rather their activism on a variety of issues. However, they are good role models for a healthy body image, and successful stars that attract a lot of attention. The event engages children from all over in sports and nutrition activities.

� http://www.shaqsfamilychallenge.com/publicsite/index.aspx


� http://www.kcba.com/Global/story.asp?S=9311059


� Get60! Press Release, Dec 1, 2005, GetKidsInAction (getkidsinaction.com) Gatorade & University of North Carolina 


� http://www.accesshollywood.com/50-cent-fighting-childhood-obesity_article_51


�http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/127232/happy_65th_birthday_muhammad_ali_goat.html


� http://media.www.dailyillini.com/media/storage/paper736/news/2007/05/01/Diversions/Rachael.Ray.Teams.With.Bill.Clinton.To.Fight.The.Epidemic.Of.Childhood.Obesity-2889594.shtml








