IMPACT: Student’s perspective
I would have never finished school if I hadn’t started with special education and sign language. I don’t think I’d have finished school if I hadn’t switched to mainstream. The decision for my parents was an easy one – it was clear from the beginning that a lot of work needed to be done about educating people about deaf education. That’s how we got involved with IMPACT in the first place.

I am proud to be a board member of IMPACT, and lend a student’s perspective to the entire process, as I’ve been through almost all types of deaf education in my academic career. Ultimately, I’ve decided that the most challenging and interesting opportunities for me lay within the realm of mainstream educational settings.

I know most of our members are parents that want the best for their children’s’ education. This is our common dream – I want the best education for mine, who will surely have hearing difficulties, as do my youngest brother and my mother.

I do not pretend to know the best path to better deaf education. It is not in the mainstream or the special education, as it exists today, but somewhere between those worlds. There are so many questions and answers, and controversies about all of them, but one thing is clear; it is your right, as a parent, to decide what kind of education is best for your child. IMPACT stands behind your decision, be it mainstream education, American Sign Language, SEE sign, or cochlear implant.

