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Assignment VI

Hume starts by separating all human reason into two kinds, “Relations of Ideas” and “Matters of Fact”. The first is A priori knowledge, things that can be mathematically defined, for instance. He specifically points out that these kinds of knowledge cannot be stated falsely or a contradiction in its definition would arise. It would not be possible to believe a triangle has eight sides, if the definition of a triangle is that it has three sides. However, the “Matters of Fact” can be stated such that it is not reasonable to believe an idea, yet it can be imagined, and it is not contrary to the definition, such as “the sun will not set tonight.” While the sun certainly will set tonight, it does not counter the definition or seem incomprehensible to think that it might not. Hume argues further that this second kind of knowledge is based on reason, and subjective thinking, but mostly, it is based on causation. He says that the root of cause and effect is experience, and this knowledge cannot be gained by intellect alone. Whether it is passed down knowledge, or experienced firsthand, there is no way to ascribe the cause to the effect without experience. In a sense, then, Hume argues, this is not reasoning, merely assumptions of a likely result based on previous similar experience. It cannot be reasoned with pure intellect that causation even exists. Hume says that the most we can infer is that two similar effects occur within a short period of time, without regard to cause. Hume next has tried to determine the definition of Necessity and Liberty. He regards necessity, as the exact amount of cause is required to make an effect. Since he rejects the idea of causation, he merely admits that we may infer a connection. Hume says we can expect a greater degree of uniformity among men than nature, and there is where philosophers have assumed a link between cause and effect. Because the necessity of human causation is within people themselves, it can be more accurately predicted and the inferences made are more valid. 
