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Downtown Los Angeles residents will be on their way to the beach soon, when ground breaks for the new Metrolink tunnel project. The railway to the sea was announced with a conch-blowing ceremony on September 12th at a news conference with Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa. 

The project, a subway tunnel from the Mid-Wilshire area to Santa Monica, is expected to complete in 2010, and alleviate traffic on the 10 freeway by up to 20 percent.

“This is a great day for Los Angeles,” said Mayor Villaraigosa. “This is a leap forward for all Los Angelenos and part of our plan to make efficient and reliable public transportation available throughout the city.”

Dennis Digby of Underground Construction Company, which was awarded the tunnel contract said, “We look forward to breaking ground and breaking down barriers of smog and traffic.” 

Approximately 4.78 million cubic yards of dirt will be excavated for the project. It is one of the largest underground construction projects ever undertaken in Los Angeles.

Underground Construction Inc.

Underground Construction Inc., was formed as a family-owned business in 1918 by Robert Digby, and has remained in the Digby family since. Underground Construction has undertaken high-profile projects throughout Southern California, including reconstruction of all Northridge municipal building foundations after the infamous Northridge Earthquake.

