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Essay #5

Political Cartoons


  Political cartoons are effective means of conveying to a general audience the geopolitical concerns of the time.  They can use humor or overstatement to draw attention to concerns.  The usage of different artistic methods and contrasts within the political cartoons are effective because they highlight certain aspects of the geopolitical issues.  In the case of the two political cartoons discussed here
, they highlight the deficiencies and fallacies of George Bush Sr.’s  “New World Order”, and assert many negative things about the New World Order.  Overall, the cartoonists’ usage of contrasts to movies and imperialism, respectively, are condemning of Bush and the New World Order.


Both cartoons suggest the idea of the Gulf War as a “retro” war by including aspects of historical precedence in the imagery of the cartoons.  In Globocop, the cartoon utilizes images of the Cold War, saying “Just When You Thought The Cold War Was Over.”, suggesting that it has been replaced by an equally pointless war and casting “Saddam Hussein as Hitler”.  This reflects the view of Timothy W. Luke when he says:

“Hitler the barbarian provided a fitting geopolitical costume for Saddam, who, once places in the role of savage dictator, could serve as the rhetorical linchpin of World War II-style scripts for the US response to his many crimes…  Kuwait became something worth fighting and dying for.  Like World War II, the Gulf War had most of the symbolic attributes of being the right war fought as the right time…” (Geopolitics Reader, page 148)

In this cartoon specifically, the artist is condemning Bush for using the comparison of Saddam to Hitler in order rally support for his war.  Alternatively, the other cartoon, Your Sheikness, Bush is portrayed as wearing a classically “imperialist” uniform, which is suggestive of a “retro-war”.  Also, the sheik in the cartoon is backed by figures dressed in classic fascist uniforms, which represent the misdirection of the senior Bush’s administration of fascism’s new front: the Middle East.  In addition, the sheik’s flag says “Don’t Tread On Me”, in which the cartoonist is drawing parallels to the independence of the Middle East from the United States.  The United States is the imperialist aggressor in the cartoon, and the sheik is the independent defender.


The cartoons both criticize and condemn the strong ties between the Gulf conflict and the economic benefits stemming from it.  The Globocop cartoon is more effective in conveying that idea, because even though it doesn’t say in wording of the cartoon characters, the very idea of the cartoon as a movie poster is capitalist in itself.  Globocop highlights the industry aspect of the war and Bush’s “New World Order” in strong images.  Wording on the cartoon that says “New Paradigm Pictures and Military Industrial Cineplex”, which suggest very close ties between the “New World Order” and the “Military Industrial Complex” in creating this war, and this view of the world that entitles the United States to be this global police force for the benefit of domestic economic allies.  A more subtle yet stronger example of this in the Globocop cartoon is the imagery of the character of the GloboCop, with what is ostensibly the United States flag on his shoulder, but with the words “General Dynamics” under it.  The direct proximity of those words to the flag outline assert that the United States Armed Forces are being run by military-industry “defense” contractors such as General Dynamics.  Although in the Your Sheikness cartoon the character of Bush is seen using “Freudian slips” in referring to the military presence in the Middle East, and despite his attempt to use the language of protection, he betrays his economic interests of the incursion.  This is less effective because it is more obvious to the reader what the cartoonist is trying to bring to the attention of the public, instead of letting them discover it and make the connection on their own, as in the Globocop cartoon.


The military might of the United States is portrayed in both cartoons as being overpowering as well as unilateral.  No representations of support from other nations appear behind the United States figures in either cartoon, although they appear behind the Sheik in Your Sheikness.  The Globocop cartoon portrays the figure of the armored United States war machine, a.k.a. “GloboCop”, as standing alone amongst the rubble of what is presumably Hussein’s Iraq.  The might of the United States in the other cartoon is represented by approaching planes and boats, but are representative of only one nation.  The images of the United States being by itself, as opposed to Bush’s assertion that:

“It is not, as Saddam Hussein would have it, the United States against Iraq.  It is Iraq against the world…  A new partnership of nations has begun.” (Geopolitics Reader, page 131)

The cartoonist brings to the attention of the audience at this point that despite Bush’s words, this is strictly a war of United States interests.


The issue of “doublespeak” is addressed in these political cartoons, which suggests to the reader that they are being misled by their government and propagandized to believe that the Gulf War is a necessary and just war.  In the Globocop cartoon, the “poster’ states “Shot in Pentagonrama With Dolby Doublespeak” and contains a label that says “S Rated. Sanitized By Military Censors”, both of which are asserting that the government has spun the entire Gulf War situation for the previously argued express purpose of pursuing economic goals.  Bush’s Freudian slips in the Your Sheikness cartoon betray his real purpose in the Middle East, that is, control of Oil sources for economic gain, as well as funding a war for the “Industrial Military Complex”.  The fact that Bush slips up in that cartoon suggest that the real story and the official story are so convoluted even the administration is having a hard time keeping their lies and facts separate.  The cartoons convey the artist’s opinion that both the American public and foreign allies are being betrayed by the Bush arguments for the Gulf War.  This is highly effective in bringing to light the fallacies of the arguments for war for the public to re-evaluate the situation.


The cartoons discussed, Globocop, and Your Sheikness, both by Wuerker, effectively communicates the artists’ feelings about the situation of the New World Order and the Gulf War.  The artist feels that the public is being misled, that the action being taken is in reality, unilateral, and that the reasons for the Gulf War are purely economic.  By conveying these messages and others artistically through political cartoons, the artist bring attention to the issues of Geopolitical concern to the public and makes them better known and understood by the mass populace.
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