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The most significant global conflict in today’s world has to be the Palestinian/Israeli conflict. The reason it is more important than most modern-day conflict is because it has become a struggle over more than the territorial issues that appear on the surface; also involved are racial, ideological, and religious factors. Many would argue that more important conflicts are occurring in our world today, such as the “war on terrorism” that the United States has launched in an effort to reshape the political boundaries of the Middle East, or the India vs. Pakistan dispute in which nuclear weapons are being held out as bargaining chips, or even the threat of North Korea’s emergence as a nuclear power. However, all these disputes fail to rival the gravity and undercurrent of the Palestinian/Israeli conflict.

This conflict stands out as an alternative type of warfare in terms of most global conflicts. It is not a war at all, but a territorial dispute within two ethnic groups, and the way the conflict is fought out, with a combination of individuals representing their causes while their governments stalemate in bureaucracy is somewhat unique. This conflict is very complicated in that the government is semi-powerless to stop the violence, they can only put their support behind a particular course of action.  The problem with the uniqueness of the situation is the way the rest of the world is forced to adapt to this new kind of conflict, and the trial-and-error we go through trying to combat violence and achieve peace. The conflict has become more than it is, because the resolution of this situation is commonly referred to as “peace in the middle east”.

To examine what is meant by “peace in the middle east”, it is important to understand why the conflict itself is meaningful to other, seemingly uninvolved countries. These relatively small factions within a very small area represent more than their individual conflict. The most important facet of which is the East vs. West ideology. The US’ support of Israel is representative to many in the Middle East as an affront to the authority there, which largely recognizes the Palestinians’ right to a separate state, free from the authority of Israel, something that Israel failed to recognize for many years, and has a history of acting with military force on. While it is relatively remote from most countries, the importance of the conflict is compounded by it’s political geography.

Israel is one of the few truly US-allied countries in the Middle East, a tenuous foothold of western ideologies in that region, something that has added effect post US-led invasion of Afghanistan and Iraq. The ideologies of many nations are at stake, as are tenets of governmental systems and religious belief. The past conflicts between these two groups also affect on an international scale a debate over human rights, for both Palestinians, and due to terrorism, the rights of the Israeli people.

Religion, always a very testy catalyst for violence, and a very polarizing factor, has also become a center of attention in the conflict, Nowhere is it more evident than in this conflict, showcased time after time, notably when Palestinian fighters took hostage a church, and Israeli sharpshooters sniped into the building to resolve the skirmish. While the church involves neither side of the conflict, Israel being a Jewish state, and most Palestinians being Muslims, it brings into play once again the international factor. It has become such a polarizer that the Pope himself visited the city of Jerusalem to plead for peace on all sides.

Despite pleas from all sides to curb the violence, it has mostly fallen upon deaf ears. The inability of leaders to curb the violence in such a critical battle of so many things has been a major setback, but serves to show how much weight the conflict carries, and why it qualifies as the most significant and global conflict in today’s political landscape. The conflict being carried out by both the political and citizenry distinguishes it from a mere land dispute, and brings into question a right dispute, including the right of the Palestinians to their own traditional land, while the Israelis can claim as much themselves.  This kind of investment of the people leads to escalating response. A suicide bombing one day leads to invasive sweeps and they destruction of important Palestinian authority buildings in reciprocation the next. There is seemingly no end in sight to this physical manifestation of a power struggle with so many opposing forces pulling in so many directions. 


The US’ role in this conflict is directly, very small, but indirectly, a major issue. Our unequivocal support for Israel in the past has drawn fire from many countries in an area where our focus should be making friends instead of enemies. There are those that argue that by supporting Israel, for better or worse, we are actually protracting this conflict, that our backing alone is making this conflict about east vs. west ideologies instead of territorial dispute. The US’ agenda of reshaping the middle east has only become increasingly obvious since then, making it imperative to withdraw our support to Israel.


The human cost of this skirmish has not, overall, been very high. It is nowhere near the human cost of the war in Iraq. There are many important issues at stake, and this particular conflict serves as a sounding board, a good meter on the international scale of where loyalties lie. Israel is global politics at its best and worst, complete with maneuvering, in what is a local issue in a relatively small part of the world, but ends up being the most important global conflict of today’s world.


Despite the alternative style of conflict, the many issues at play in the conflict are what makes this the most important current global conflict. A small territorial dispute between neighboring people is the most important in the world scheme of things, because of what it represents for so many people. In a sense, both sides of this conflict could potentially be a martyr, which is why there has been no decisive end to the conflict. Should this end in violence and not a peace accord, it would turn into another world war just principalities.
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