I AM #40

I’m in Lindsey’s group.

Journalism Notes:

NEWS is:

A report of what is happening now, a report of anything of interest to a large # of people.

----------------------------

-The Audience

-The Message

Fraction of Selection:

    expectation of reward/effort required

-The Source

Organizational or Institutional

-----------------------


Agenda-Setting:

* Creates awareness

* establishes priorities

* perpetuates issues


Characteristics of News:

-factual

-impact

-proximity

-timeliness

-prominence

-conflict

-unusualness

FIPTPCU


External Pressures on News Media:

* political pressures

* public pressures

* consumer pressures


Characteristics of High Impact News Stories

* issue gratification

* issue credibility

* issue familiarity


What is right & wrong with news today?

-Bias

-Ratings

-unimportant issues

History Jeopardy:

Define News:  A report of what is happening now, a report of anything of interest to a large number of people.

The greatest difference between information from the mass media and other forms of communication:  Information from the mass media is commercial

3 Characteristics of mass communication: 

-Audience

-Message

-Source

Characteristics of the message:

-Precise

-Concise

-Simple

Characteristics of the audience:

-Large

-Anonymous

Fraction of selection:

Expectation of reward/effort required

Two types of news stories:

-Immediate reward

-Delayed reward

Criticisms of the news media:

-Journalistic bias

-Sensationalism

-Invading privacy

Agenda-setting of news:

-Tells us what to think about, not what to think.

Characteristics of news:

-Impact, prominence, conflict, proximity, unusualness, timeliness

External pressures on the news media:

-Commercial, Political, Consumer

Ethical Principles of American Journalism

Golden Mean

Kant

Potter Box

Ethics:  Janet Cook story revolutionized journalism. 

Ethics is a rational process founded on certain agreed-on principles

Morals are in the realm of religion.

Ethics begins when elements within a moral system conflict

Principles of Ethical Journalism:

Truthtelling – every effort must be made to assure that the news content is accurate, free from bias, in context, and that all sides are presented fairly

Justice - 
Freedom – guard freedoms of first amendment, avoid impropriety, or conflict of interest

Humaneness - 
Stewardship – responsibility, a truthful, comprehensive, intelligent account, of the days events which gives them context and meaning, exchange of criticism. Vigorous editorial leadership clarifying the goals and values of society.

Ethical Journalist:

Humane truth teller who seeks justice and protects freedom as a faithful steward of his or her craft.
Truth’s meaning:

Medieval – what god or king say

Milton – marketplace of ideas (censorship is wrong)

Enlightenment – what is verifiable, replicable, universal

Pragmatists – what is filtered through individual perception

Sissela Bok’s Decision-making model

How do you feel about the action?

Is there another way to achieve the same goal that will not raise ethical issues

How will my actions affect others?

Aristotle’s golden mean- moral virtue is appropriate location between to means (actor)

Kant’s Categorical Imperative – act on that maxim which you will to have become universal law (action)

Mill’s principle of utility- seek greatest happiness for greatest #, (outcome)

To whom is moral duty owed?

Selves.

Clerks, subscribers, supporters

Organization/firm

Professional colleagues

Society

Mini-quiz:

What did freedom mean to the early colonists?

New freedom they were establishing was meant for themselves

Freedom was whatever that colony believed

He was the first printer in the new world to publish something that looked like a newspaper

Benjamin Harris

Signed himself “Silence Dogood”

Benjamin Franklin

First profession open to respectable females.

Journalism

Colonial Years

Forerunners of Modern Media:


Broadcast:  Town Criers, Ministers, Bartenders

  
First Newspaper: Acta Diurna (Roman Empire, put on walls)


First News Reporters: Scripture writers

Impact of Printing Press on Society:


Produce Cheap Literature


Preserve Information


Affects Social Relationships


Reproduce documents without error.


Inspires new forms of writing


Allows works to be indexed

Controls to limit press freedom:


Licensing


Financial bonds


Seditious libel laws

Prior restraint as a control on the printing press


Stationers’ Company


Star Chamber


Court of High Commission.

Henry VIII (1509) (same guy who formed Church of England)


Punished those responsible for seditious libel


Required a license to operate a printing press

Two Queens


Queen Mary



Stationer’s Company




Unlimited power




Smash open doors of those publishing without authority




Mar type




Smash illegal presses


Queen Elizabeth



Star Chamber




Limited printing to London and two universities




Curtailed # of printers




Decreed all books prior to printing be examined.

James I

First English language news sheets (corrantos) published

Charles I


Increased power of Star Chamber


All books had to be licensed and registered.

Impacts of the English Civil War (1642-1649) 


Period of relaxation for the press. 


Star Chamber abolished. 


Voices call for greater freedoms

British Roots of Free Expression 
Voices of Dissent 

John Milton (1644)

Marketplace of ideas

Denounced government censorship in     Areopagetica
God gave humans freedom to choose virtue or  vice and the reason to know the difference 

Licensing is weakness and cowardice in wars of truth
Thomas Hobbes

Monarchs chosen by people not God

“Social Contract”

Monarchs can be hired and fired.

John Locke

Individuals have the right to choose nature of government

“Government by the consent of the governed

People are born equal and free

People have right to overthrow govt.

Cato (John Trenchard and Thomas Gordon)
Honest government should welcome public scrutiny
Truth could never be libelous
Freedom of press implies open meetings, open records, public access to govt. deliberations
Lessons from the past

Press belongs to those who rule

The more secure a govt. is, the more freedom it accords it’s press.

British America 
The Colonial Environment 

New England colonies (education/commercial)  *Harvard

Middle colonies (bread colonies/religious expatriates) 

Southern colonies (agrarian) 

  

The Communications Environment 

Wilderness absorbed energies of colonists 

English papers satisfied the desire for news 

Colonists had few ties to others 

No support for a press existed 

Ingredients for a Press 

Population increases 

Wealth through farming 

Seafarers encourage advertising 

Postal service develops 

Concept of self-government increases 

House of Commons nixes Crown’s licensing power 

Illiteracy is cut 

Commercial shops thrive 

The Political/Religious Environment 

What did democracy mean? 

Benjamin Harris (1690) 

Printed something that looked like a newspaper

Printers and Editors 

1. John Campbell: Favored Printer 

2. James Franklin: Dissident Printer 

3. Benjamin Franklin: Cautious Printer 

John Campbell: Favored Printer 

Postmaster 

Printer 

John Campbell: Contributions 

Printer of the first continuous newspaper in the New World 

The Paper: Boston News-Letter 

Printed by authority 

Government subsidized 

Shoestring operation 
News in the Boston News-Letter 

News from abroad 

Contained no local news 

Lifted items from other papers 

James Franklin: Dissident Printer 

Apprentice to Boston Gazette 

Printer of the New England Courant 

News in New England Courant 

Published without authority 

Printed foreign and domestic news 

Editorialized 

Established crusade journalism 

James Franklin’s Contributions 

First to publish dissent 

Tested limits of what a printer could do 

Proved a newspaper need not be dull 

Proved local matters could provide staple for future publications 

James Franklin’s Contribution 

Unshackled the press from the licenser 

Ben Franklin: Cautious Editor 

Apprentice to James Franklin 

Bought the Pennsylvania Gazette
Franklin’s Pennsylvania Gazette 

Most profitable paper 

Best edited paper 

Largest circulation 

Highest ad revenue 

Ben Franklin’s Contributions 

Published first foreign-language newspaper in New World 

Published one of the first magazines in New World 

Ben Franklin’s Major Contributions 

**Made journalism a respectable profession

First Magazine in New World

First foreign language paper in the colonies.

Tests of Press Freedom

William Bradford

James Franklin

John Peter Zenger

1. Wrote seditious articles against the government.

2. Truth should be a complete defense.

3. Jury should decide both law and fact of case.

4. Alexander Hamilton defended.

Verdict: Not Guilty


Importance: 

Awakened colonists’ conscience to the power a jury might have 

Necessity of an unrestrained press 

The right to criticize officials
Misconceptions:

Continuing struggles existed between royal judges and writers

Royal governors were a major threat to freedom

Popular assemblies were the greatest champions of freedom.

Colonial Court System:


Juries decided only fact of publication, if defendant did or did not publish


Judges determined if remarks were seditious


Judges refused defendant to plead truth as a defense.

History Jeopardy:

Forerunners of Mass Communications: Town Criers, Ministers, Bartenders

Impact of Printing press on society: Cheap Literature Preserve info, form social relationships, reproduce documents without error.

Early methods to control the printing press: licensing, financial bonds, seditious libel laws.

Company instituted by the crown had unlimited authority to close printing shops that had no authority to print: Stationer’s Company

First to denounce government censorship in Areopagetica: John Milton

He advocated social contract theory of government, meaning the commonwealth or nation state provides order and security while the governed give up some rights: Thomas Hobbes

His ideas are the underpinning of the American experience: Thomas Hobbes

His words are the heard of the Declaration of Independence.: John Locke

Advocated open meetings and press access to government deliberations and truth as defense in seditious libel trials.

Democracy in British America:  Only for themselves, opposition not tolerated

Printed something that looked like a newspaper: Benjamin Harris

First British American newspapers worthy of the name: New-England Courant

Introduced crusade journalism to the colonists: James Franklin

Unshackles press from the Licensor: James Franklin​​​

Hell-fire club: New-England Courant

Made journalism a respectable profession: Ben Franklin

Rebel printer who became royal printer of NY: William Bradford

Dopey printer who published the NY Journal: John Peter Zenger

This was the principle Andew Hamilton argues in the JP Zenger case: Jury’s right to determine both the law and fact of case

His Little Bible of New England, teaching tool for the secular alphabet and religious morality continues to sell for nearly two generations, etc.: Benjamin Harris

Best mind in Boston, best apprentice in the world (at 17): Ben Franklin

Medium was profoundly stimulated by the dissent in the colonies before the revolution: Book publishing

This epidemic provided gist for the New England Courant and it’s battles with the governing body: Smallpox Epidemic

All this trial did was show the growing right of colonists to criticize officials: Zenger

She set up the first press in the colonies: Elizabeth Grover

Actually the first woman printer in the new world: Dinah Nuthead

She printed the first official copy of the Declaration of Independence authorized by Congress: Mary Katherine Goddard

MEDIA HISTORY CHECK

This band of men, strident enemies of objective journalism, reported to Samuel Adams: Sons of Liberty

This Tory printer tried to remain objective before the start of the Revolution: James Rivington

He stirred revolt by writing letters to the editor: John Dickinson

He was the “master of puppets” who pulled the strings of Revolution: Samuel Adams

REVOLUTION AND THE PRESS

Voices of Revolt:

Tories:

Retain Basic Structure of colonial society

Continues governing by right of property, heredity, position, and tradition

Political Press: James Rivington

The Journalist: Influential, Family Publishers of religious books, Proprietor of first chain of bookstores in America, Published profitable “Gazetteer”

Importance: Respected for his objectivity that was not standard in this era.

Whigs:

Narrow view of liberty

No taxation without representation

No interest in the rise of the common man

Property rights over human right

Political Press: John Dickinson

Penman of the Revolution: Wrote “Letters From a Farmer in Pennsylvania, which prepared the public for revolution, and addressed the NY assembly, and the Townshend Revenue Acts

Importance: Opened eyes to the corruption of the Crown

Patriots:

Repudiate home country

Parliament ignored basic rights

Political Press: Samuel Adams & Isaiah Thomas



Samuel Adams “Master of Puppets”

Wrote for the Gazette, Advertised advantages of victory, aroused the masses, neutralized opponents’ arguments

Samuel Adams:


Sons of Liberty



Core of revolutionary movement



Formed after Stamp Act of 1765

Movements: Boston Massacre 1770, Tea Act 1773, Boston Harbor Closing 1774


Journal of Occurrences 



Tracked movements of soldiers throughout colonies

Isaiah Thomas: 

Publisher of the  Massachusetts Spy


Most incendiary  publication during the Revolution 


Outspoken in his  advocacy for independence


Wrote first history  of printing in America

The Revolutionary  Press 

Newspaper expose is  born 


Injustice made simple 


Authority belonged to  criminal class 


Street crime revealed  corruption of state 


Made British power  appear lawless and feeble 


Paper government 


Paper court 

History JEOPARDY: REVOLUTIONARY PRESS

​​​​​their political philosophy was to retain the basic structure of colonial society

Tories

Narrow View of Liberty “no taxation w/o”

Whigs

Tory editor who attempted to remain objective

James Rivington

Letters to Penns Farmer

John Dickinson

Master of Puppets:

Sam Adams

Band of men responsible for tea party

Sons of Liberty

Publication tracked movements of soldiers

Journal of Occurences

Wrote the first history of printing in US.

Isaih Thomas

Newspaper was the hotbed of dissent in Boston

Boston Gazette

Penman of the Revolution:

Dickinson

First chain of bookstores in British America:

James Rivington

Type of story introduced in revolutionary period

Expose

PARTY PRESS:


Revolution Did Not:

Eliminate control from the elite

Eliminate less democratic practices

Eliminate property requirements for voting

Eliminate the upper chamber of state legislators blocking the demands of the majority

Revolution Did:

Government derived power from consent of the governed 

Middling ranks of society gain office 

Elected assemblies gain control 

Election of legislators 

Bills of rights preface constitutions 

Public discussions

Post-Revolution:  Directions for a Nation 
Continue to experiment with social change 

Make right of property the fundamental consideration 

Arrangements to do both 

Struggle for Control 

Merchants, bankers, manufacturers who wanted to preserve the economic advantage 

Small farmers, city wage earners, intellectuals, philosophers who wanted social reform 

The Federalists 

National, responsible government that would protect property and aid commerce 

Offer protection to the masses but without control by them 

Restoration of aristocracy. 

The Federalists Leaders 

James Madison 

Alexander Hamilton 

John Jay 

Gazette of the United States 

Edited by John Fenno 

The Republicans 

A decentralized, responsive government concerned with current needs of the people, not security 

States’-rights government 

Enough government to preserve internal order 

The Republican Leaders 

Thomas Jefferson 

The National Gazette 

Edited by Philip Freneau 

The Press as a Political Instrument 

Promote political ideals 

Support party principles 

Defend the party and its politicians 

Provide information 

Influence public opinion 

Preach party line 

Attack opponents 

Provide a method of electioneering 

Views of the Press 

George Washington 

 –  A simple ambivalence 

George Washington 

As a Virginia planter, an advertising convenience 

As a commander in the field, a source of information 

George Washington 

As president, supported a free press to provide information citizens needed to operate a republic 

George Washington and His Legacy of a Free Press 

Right to criticize government officials 

Right to obtain information about government 

Ability of president to manage the news and its press 

John Adams 

Press ought to present America in the best possible light 

Public silence in the fact of newspaper attacks 

Thomas Jefferson 

“No government ought to be without censors, and where the press is free, no one ever will.”  

Government Attitude Toward Press 

Public business was not transacted in print 

Supreme court did not publish its decisions 

Senate forbade members on the floor from reading any printed paper while a senator was speaking 

Congress did not preserve debates 

Political Reporting in Party Press Era 

No clear model from old world on how to report public discourse 

The craft remained personal and eclectic 

Reporters believed they would prosper as their craft made government virtuous 

Sectional distrust aided reporters 

Role of the Reporter 

Improve what they heard 

Make sure the politician had time to improve it himself 

Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798 

Naturalization Law 

Increased residency for citizenship from 5 to 14 years 

Alien Enemies Law 

Allowed deportation or imprisonment of aliens during wartime 

Sedition Act 

Curtailed criticism of government 

Principles of Libel Law (added as a rider to the bill to get Anti-Federalists to vote for it):

Trial by jury

Jury determined both the law and fact of the matter 

Truth as a defense 

Test of Press Freedom: Harry Croswell Trial 

•     Background 

–  Published The Wasp, a weekly. 

–  Reported that Jefferson paid James Callender, a Richmond Editor, to spread the word that Washington has been a robber, traitor, and perjurer. 

–  Indicted on a charge of libeling the President.  

 –  Found guilty and appealed to the State Supreme Court. 

•     Argument by Hamilton 

–  Truth should be a complete defense in libel cases. 

–  Jury should determine both law and fact of a case. 

•      Significance 

-New York Legislature passed law providing truth to be admitted in defenses. 

-Jury given the right to determine law and fact.

-Other states followed. 

-Supreme Court rules that federal government could not prosecute under the old law.

PENNY PRESS

Contributions of the Penny Press

Advanced the concept of news

Changed newsroom organization

Advanced newspaper technology

Changed newspaper distribution

Changed financing of newspapers

Media History Check

Story Journalism of Pulitzer and Hearst

