Discourse 

Geographical Determinism

Environmental Determinism

Understanding the idea of Critical Geopolitics

Religious Institutions as hegemonic powers

Roman Catholic Church, how it relates to Geopolitics


-Church had material and territorial existence


-Organized along hierarchy of geographical scales


-Most dominant and formalized institution that exists.


-Mission that was geographically expansive

-Church was the sole guarantee of secular political authority

Prior to the renaissance, maps tended to be templates.

With the advent of the renaissance, maps became guides to discover external realities.

Effect of the frontier of American History

Frederick Jackson Turner, idea of expansion

America should be moving westward and spreading national interest.

Mckinder’s Binary Approach – Broad sense, East-West-North-South, Christian, Pagan.

Mckinder’s Binary Approach was a powerful pedagogical tool, teaching tool

Mckinder’s approach also based on skills and technologies

Possession of particular skills and technologies could determine a state’s geopolitical destiny. You’d be more successful if you are technologically sound.

Idea of Imperial Overstretch. (From Kennedy reading)  - United States would spread themselves too thin expanding, making more commitments that it can’t keep, aid to allies, and protecting interests.

What happens in the process of imperial overstretch in which the great powers over commit themselves. The dominant discourse in the nation becomes to maintain the status quo, and to prevent to loss of power. In doing so, that gives the opportunity for other nations emerging powers who don’t have that similar limitation to innovate new ideas and approaches to their foreign power in order to gain the upper hand. Imperial overstretch is good  

Model and cycles, appeal of cycles. (Taylor reading) – Makes history more understandable, sense of order, predictable. People will try to mold the future based on the past, we start analyzing the world based on cycles instead of on it’s own. The idea of using cycles is also overly Euro-centric.

Tributary system. (Article she wrote on the web)

Japanese Nationalism  - The Maji restoration. Japanese geopoliticians have centered their view on Japan as the center of the world. New geopolitical thinking there affected by western influence. Education became standardized. Common base, common education. They are the geopolitical center of themselves.

Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere

Influenced by the writings of Haushaufer. Idea that power was based on how much land you acquired.

Basic Concepts of Geopolitics: Historically Specific & Literal Approach.

Social Darwinism Concept

Sea/Land Power & Mckinder’s ideas

Historical Visionary (Agnew), Europe’s encounters with the world beyond the West.

Historical Precedent

Roosevelt, corollary, US reserves right to intervene, in coordination with Monroe Doctrine, US intervention has reserved right to step in for a long time

Agnew’s geopolitics periods, Charateristics, Time periods, etc.:

Civilizational, Naturalized, Ideological, Global, etc

Japanese Asianism. Reaction to the 5- 5-3 Ratio, and Immigration limitations. Japanese Asianism changed into German-style geopolitics, to reinforce and rationalize the way of the region, and later lead tot he Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere. Incorporates traditional Japanese ideas, infusion of mandatory Shinto worship, social and political perspective, it was mandatory.

Truman stuff


1)  It is common to neglect material from earlier in the semester.  Do not fall victim to this.


2)  It would be a good idea to cover the basic arguments present in classical geopolitics - the "Heartland" theory, etc.  On the issue of the "Heartland" theory, for instance, it would not be enough to just know that it had to do with "land versus sea" power.  There were a lot more nuances to it than that, and you should review those.  For example, what American theorist was Mackinder reacting to?  We talked about that specifically in lecture at some length.  Hint:  That guy had a lot to say about the "wilderness" in the American context.


3)  To continue with the content of "classical geopolitics," you should review the beliefs and rationales applied by the Nazis, and the broader historical context in which the classical geopolitical thinkers were working and operating.  How did the Nazi thought get applied?  By what other empire?


4)  Following on that, you should review the readings and lecture material on the Japanese Empire and its geopolitics.  This should include how Japan felt about the rest of Asia, its attempts to use geography to enhance its own nationalism, and its application of German geopolitics.


5)  I would also recommend reviewing the various models (cyclical and otherwise) that have been developed and applied to geopolitical history.  You should develop your own opinions about the validity of using models and cycles to explain and interpret geopolitical history and be prepared to argue your position.  Also, review and think critically about the various ways in which models and motifs from various points in history are re-cycled and used to explain newly emerging geopolitical scenarios.


6)  During the week before I was ill and away, we talked at length about communism.  Coupled with the readings by Communist writers (Zhdanov and Brezhnev), I hope you began to get the sense that 20th century Communism itself was a kind of "geopolitical imagination."  Why?  Because it presumed to visualize, order, and encompass the entire world.  You should review your notes from those lectures/discussions, as well as the readings that discussed Communism and its spread.


7)  Finally, have a look at the material posted on the website.  You may be able to draw from it in answering the midterm questions.  Also, there will be an extra credit question, and it will draw largely on one or more website links.

