THURSDAY – Class will be in Waite-Phillips Hall @ B127

Territorial Trap – John Agnew

-An interconnected set of assumptions about the relationship between people, states, and territory that exist in geopolitical discourse.

-These assumptions together produce a circular logic about the political-territorial conditions in the world.

Three Components of the Territorial Trap

1) State power is presumed to be fixed within the boundaries of a given territory, and to be diffused consistently within that territory and state/nation are seen as synonymous.

2) This produces the distinction between “domestic” and “foreign”

3) The territorial state is presumed to be the “container” of society and culture, with consistent diffusion of social/cultural across the territorial reach of a state.

** The assumption of territory as “container” of national society and culture produces tendency to speak of States as actors.**

Contemporty challenges to State “authority”:

State can be challenged EXPLICITLY

-Through outright attack

-Acts of terrorism from internal groups

-Acts of terrorist from external groups

-Acts of war by military of rival state

State can be challenged IMPLICTLY

-By organizations/institutions that claim authority over processes or phenomena within a state’s territory – can take MANY forms.

-Environmental organizations

-Religious organizations

-International regulatory agencies.

Myth of Continents

Series of maps on page 50, and 56, shift of the west & east/orient over time.

