March 4, 2004

Geography 120 – Geopolitics

Professor Carol Medlicott



DUE DATE:  Thurs. March 25, 2004

Paper Assignment #2


(To be turned in during class! – See Item #2 Below!!!)




 

Topic:









We live in a world in which state borders appear to be increasingly irrelevant to the flow of information and commerce.  Yet, such phenomena as the “war on terrorism” make state borders more important than ever.  At the same time, “national” interests and identities have emerged in interesting ways, as national groups that do not necessarily have their own sovereign territory are re-constituted using mass communication techniques such as the Internet.  We have seen acts of terrorism carried out in the name of such national causes.    We have also seen attempts to “make sense” of the present geopolitical age by employing historical precedents from past geopolitical conditions. 

1)  Review and discuss these paradoxes, drawing on the theoretical background we have read (or will soon read!) concerning “the state” and “the nation.”  Do you see any solution to these paradoxes?
2) In a world that is simultaneously hyper-territorialized and de-territorialized, how would you characterize the “geopolitical age” that we are now in?  Does it conform to one of the previous models as described by Agnew (Civilizational, Naturalized, Ideological)?  Does it contain elements of these models, and if so, which ones?  Or is today’s geopolitical age a wholly new one?
This is a two-part topic.  You need not address each area in a particular sequence or in a rigidly separate manner, but you MUST address both parts!

GUIDELINES FOR PREPARING THE PAPER

1. This course requires the preparation of three short papers, the second of which is worth 15% of your overall grade.

2. ***DUE DATE: IN CLASS, Thursday March 25, 2004***  

       No paper will be accepted for grading after this date, or after the class period of 9:30-10:50, without prior approval of the course instructor.  Anyone wishing to turn in their paper PRIOR to my collecting them in class – such as earlier that day, immediately before class, in the hall, outside the building, etc., may ONLY do so with my express permission and my express acknowledgement!!!! 

3. This short paper is to be 5-7 pages in length (double-spaced,12 point typescript with one-inch margins on all four sides of the page), exclusive of the title page or bibliography.  You must number your pages!  (Note:  Many students did not number their pages in the first paper assignment.) 

4. The purpose of each paper is to encourage you to think critically and synthetically about the materials in the course.  You must be able to both critique the course materials and to synthesize them!  We specifically talked about critical thinking in class, so if you have any doubts about what this means, please see me or the TA as soon as possible.  As for being able to think “synthetically” about the materials, remember that to “synthesize” does not mean simply to “summarize.” Rather, it means to integrate and unify the disparate materials so that they begin to make sense as a coherent whole.  

5. You must use the course materials in your paper: “general opinions” will not suffice.  Hence, you should make every effort to incorporate class discussions, readings, examples, and lecture materials into your essay.  However, extensive direct quotations from any of these sources should not be attempted.  

6. You may incorporate outside knowledge (gained from other courses, newspapers, etc.) but such additional materials should never supersede the use of class materials.

7. Your introductory paragraph should introduce the reader to your main argument as well as introduce the topic.  In developing your specific approach to the chosen topic, you should try to define a “hook” on which to base your argument.  This should be an original, personal angle or opinion on the topic that allows you to demonstrate your critical and synthetic abilities regarding the course materials.  Simple regurgitation of a course theme is not acceptable, and will earn an F grade.

8. Papers which bear no resemblance to the topic, will earn an F grade.  In other words: Answer the question!

9. Papers should be clearly written and properly structured with full attention to grammar, syntax, and spelling.  Care should be taken to define the key terms, which your essay employs, especially if you use them in ways which differ from those adopted in the course.  A bibliography should be attached to your essay, when appropriate.

10. It is always a good idea to revise the first draft of your paper.

11. You may expect grades for the short papers to be allocated according to the following principles:

A-range:  Excellent essay, showing full command of course materials, an ambitious hypothesis, and “something extra” (well written; examples and readings well integrated in support of argument).

B-range:  Basically sound.  Good command of materials, good theme, competent 

execution.  Lacks that “something special.”

C-range:  Reasonable, but something is definitely missing (e.g., mistakes; poor 

command of course materials; non-challenging approach; poor/careless 

presentation).

D-range:  Serious problems.  Usually a simple regurgitation of course materials, or major confusion/error in use of course materials to support argument.

F - Complete failure to identify and address a topic which has anything to do with the course.  May include an answer so poorly-written as to be incomprehensible.

12.  You may discuss your essay plan with fellow students, but the final product must be your own, individual work.  The usual rules of student conduct apply (i.e. no copying, no plagiarism, no term-paper mill junk, etc.)

13.  You are advised to make and retain a second copy of the paper for yourself in case there is any confusion surrounding its whereabouts once you have submitted it. 

13. You must provide a list of references used.  Any direct quotations should be identified as such, using author name and page number in parentheses.  See me with any other format questions, such as if you feel you need to utilize footnotes and have concerns how to do this successfully. 

