Geopolitics: Class One

-------

Two approaches to the idea of geopolitics --

1) History-specific, (literal), geopolitics

2) Historical- Visionary

Geopolitics not practiced, as it were before a few other things existed:

-Industrial Modernity

-Sustained Global Trade

-Colonialism

-Imperialism

Extra Requirement:

Each time you come back to class, must bring something from the reading.

Expects no absences, must email teacher if absent with adequate explanation.

Geopolitics: Class Two

----------

Reading suggestion: keep running glossary

Term: CRITICAL

What does it mean to be critical?


Penetrating in one's observations, analyze & dissect painstakingly.

Term: POSITIONALITY


Refers to the POV of author or intellectual. Helps determine what is true/credible.

TERM:

Critical Geopolitics:

-A more deeply analytical approach to geopolitical thinking.

-An approach that automatically questions the truth claims of "classical geopolitics" or at least subjects these truth claims to greater scrutiny and attempts to explain them

O'Tur---- Definition:

In "Critical Geopolitics", one assumes that "geopolitical discourse" does not necessarily constitute truth, but rather just one way of seeing things.

TERM: DISCOURSE

Refers to the set of terms and assumptions that have to be present and taken for granted in order for a subject to make sense.


Examples:



Religious Belief



Science/Scientific Method



Human Relationships



Popular Culture


These are all different types of "discourses"

Geopolitical Discourse, certain things taken as a "given"

-Viewing a situation form above and from a distance is the best way to arrive at truth and objectivity. This is called the Distantiated View

-Geography has a "Deterministic" effect on the nature of nation-states; how they act, what their policies and future ambitions are likely to be and so on. This is called Geographical Determination.

Therefore, nation-states are either blessed or cursed by geography

Rather than needing to apologize for their actions, states can essentially say "the geography made me do it" This absolves states from accountability and removes responsibility from states.

Involved with Social Determinism as well, the idea that geography influences the society.

Environmental Determinism:
== SOCIAL DARWINISM

-advocated by Friedrich Ratzel

-presumed that physical environment and human behavior were connected

-geography/climate/environment believed to play a strong "deterministic" role in human behavior, human cultures, human social and political institutions.

This was a popular and dominant belief in the west in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Ratzel was one among many who believed that Environmental Determinism was a "fact of life"

“Orient” == Polar opposite of “West”

Geopolitics, Class Three

Early Modern Period ends 1650

Renaissance, Early Modern period is 1480-1650

Intellectual shifts responsible for modernity and the geopolitical imagination.

Agnew says the ability to comprehend the world as a whole unit, comparable to a painting, makes sense to the viewer only in the entire picture.

Ability to navigate the oceans of the world, technical know-how to envision oneself in a place, and how to get to another and back again.

Shift in how knowledge itself is viewed and arrived at. Knowledge used to be derived from revealed texts (Bible), and truth being divine providence.

Now, the idea that individuals can apprehend truth.

Influenced by the printing press, literacy, and the humanist movement, and Protestant reformation

Shift in how knowledge was viewed from inspired to external truths had wide-ranging implications, ranging from the visual perspective of painting and architecture, the idea that explorers could be authorities on distant place, what they were like and have contained by having been there. Authority to speculate on other places, by virtue of being a traveler.

Role of changing maps in the world, what they represented about changing knowledge of the world.

Agnew and TOUL believe that Geopolitics and modernity are intrinsically linked.

Agnew believes that geopolitics emerged out of Europe’s early modern period.

TOUL believed that geopolitics emerged in high modernity.

Themes in Modernity:

Privileged perspective, way to arrive at truth. Godlike view from above and outside. Ideally, means the same thing to everyone that views it.

Hegemony:

To set the rules of the game, also acquiescence of others. Not tyranny, but the people go along with it, believing it’s in their own best interests. Microsoft is a good example. Not sudden, or overnight, either, but it is a slow process, a set of operating assumptions about the world become slowly acceptable over time. They do not become accepted without question, but end up with it.

Developing countries expected to follow Europe’s path, assembly line, if the third-worlders followed, they’d come out modern Europeans.

High modernity: right before the two world wars, beginning of the 20th century.

Hegemonic powers, Rome for example.

Religious Institutions as Hegemonic Powers:

Roman Catholic Church (Holy Roman Empire)
Early Medieval to Early Modern Period, Circa 1000 –1630
Central & Northern Europe  (most important precursor to later state-based hegemony powers)

Byzantine Empire (Orthodox Christianity)
Medieval Period 5th to mid-15th centuries
Southern Europe, Near East, Central Asia

Ottoman Empire (Islam)
15th – early 20th centuries
Southern Europe, Eastern Europe, Near East, Central Asia.

Why the Roman Catholic Church is the most important precursor to later geopolitical hegemons?

1) The church had a material and territorial existence, organized along a hierarchy of geographic scales (cardinals, bishops, parishes, etc.)

-It was the most dominant and formalized institution on both the physical landscape and the social/political landscape

2) The Church had a mission that geographically expansive

-Theologically, the Church was supposed to grow

-Functionally, it sought to spread its hegemony to newly discovered lands and peoples.

3) The church was the most stable guarantor, indeed, the sole guarantor of secular political authority

-Secular leaders feared excommunication

-Excommunication meant inevitable civil strife in a kingdom.

Shift in thinking in regard to maps:

Maps in the Early Modern Period

· Prior to Renaissance, Maps tended to be Templates
· With the Renaissance/Early Modernity, Maps became Guides to Discover External Realities
TALOMEI’s model tremendously influential

Right that earth is a sphere, and that there are undiscovered land masses out there.

(Template Map)

T-O Map, Three Land Masses, Europe, Africa, and Asia. (Three sons of Noah take one of the continents) Cross on the land mass, with Jerusalem in the center. Europe is placed at the top, symbolically the most important of the continents.

Earliest act of Geopolitics, Treaty of Tordesillas

Treaty about new world between Spain and Portugal

Geopolitics, Class Four

Website: http://www.usc.edu/dept/geography/geog120/index.html

Username and password for geopolitics website

Username: (G)?  geog120

Password: GEOPOLUSC

Alfred Mackinder: (European)

Railroads affect his thinking.

Arrogance typical of the Imperial era.

Refers to the world as just having entered the Columbian epoch. (400 anniv. Of Columbus’ voyage)

Polar regions just being explored; Airplane has just been invented.

Blank spaces on the map all filled in – a new age for geographers and historians.

Familiar with Turner’s work, and positions himself in respect to him:

“My aim is NOT to discuss the influence of this or that kind of feature.”

“Man and not nature initiates, but nature in large measure controls.”

Analyzing history should not be based on “literary view” of how ideas spread.

Instead, history should look at how external challenges have been responded to. (Turner agrees with that point)

Challenges to European sea-based civilization have been responding to the Asian land-based civilization. Says European history is secondary to Asiatic history, everything a response to that. 

His stuff doesn’t hold up for North American sea-based and horse-based power, doesn’t correspond.

Containment Theory & Dominant Theory – based on his ideas

Set emphasis on a set of skills and technologies.

Suggested a connection between the possession of particular skills and technologies and a state’s geopolitical destiny.

For a world at the apex of industrial modernity, this was appealing

Important legacy of Mackinder. Today we continue to assume that technology is an important geopolitical tool.

Open-door Policy: in order to have a seagoing capability, one had to conduct foreign policy in such a way as to maintain friendly relations with overseas powers to have ports for refueling available.

Fredrick Jackson Turner: (American)

“American Frontier” no longer exists, as of 1890. Wrote a paper and presented in 1892 to World Columbian Exhibition, what this meant to Americans.

“The Effect of the Frontier on American History”

“Existence of a frontier (always moving West into new territory) was responsible for forming essential American qualities of creativity and ingenuity. So America should keep moving west – by spreading its national interests, if not it’s actual territory, across the Pacific to Asia.”

In order to keep positive characteristics, ingenuity, etc., Americans must always have a frontier. 

Points of caution:

1) Don’t forget that real events are more complex than the periodization scheme would indicate

2) Don’t assume that there I an inevitability – a causal chain from one period to the next

3) Periods can overlap, co-exist

Agnew’s Aim: To periodize geopolitical discourse WITHOUT implying that there is either a CYCLE or a complete homogeneity of geopolitical vision, in all place, at any given time
His Periods:


Civilizational Geopolitics (mapping)



Circa 1780 – circa 1875


Naturalized Geopolitics (social Darwinism)



Circa 1875 – circa 1947


Ideological Geopolitics ()



Circa 1947 –circa 1990s


“Global” Geopolitics ?? ()



1990s – Present

Europe/America heir to classical civilizations of Greece, Rome, etc.

Primitive peoples regarded as occupying an EARLIER stage, being like ancient peoples themselves

They could be made to “catch up” – that would come late

OR, if like an ancient civilization, they could become “extinct” too, without moral conflict

They could be the “Noble Savage” be also made to disappear, as ancient peoples have disappeared

Accounts for neo-classical aesthetic

In civilizational Geopolitics, the spread of European civilization to the rest of the world amounts to not so much reaching across space, but reaching across time.

The Geopolitical Vision involved seeking a continuity between a classical “golden age” of civilization and the Western present.

On geopolitical periods

“Periods are easy to hate.. particularly if they are established, as they inevitably are, from the specific geographical and social location of a particular observer, or seen as “stages” with one leading inevitably to the next in a progression towards historical destiny”

Naturalized Geopolitics:

Depended on the emergence of Darwinism and the application of biological metaphors to the analysis of human and political interactions

Rather than be a feature of civilization, geopolitics was now largely determined by the natural character of the states…”

And this “natural character” could be understood scientifically.

Geopolitics as a natural science in this period had to do with studying the map, predicting where a state might attempt to gain power or territory based on what the state’s NEEDS were, as a natural organism. The scientific emphasis and predictability of such a model made Naturalized Geopolitics a sort of “Crystal Ball”

Ideological Geopolitics:

Ideologies became synonymous with geographies

“Zones of control” with rigid division. Ideological nature of the geopolitics REQURED that purity of ideology be maintained in each zone.

Ideologies require language – we understand through language, as opposed to science or image. Emphasis on language: it was “lingua-cultural”

Marx writes in the midst of Europe’s Industrial Revolution:

Why was Communism so threatening?

-Goal of single world government (how is that different from an Empire)?

-Abolition of multi-party systems:


Totalitarian rule

-Abolition of free speech, use of censorship to keep Party in power

-Abolition of religious practice “Opiate of the masses”

-Relationship between state and nation interrupted. (usually: state contains the nation but communist ideal: State(class) annihilates the nation)

-Radically different economic system.

Economic Assumptions of Communism:

-People’s ID derives from the work they do – their “class”

-All of society organized along class lines

-Idea to eliminate tyranny of elite class over working class

-End class division – all work compensated equally

-Put ownership of “means of production” in hands of working class

-State determines what should be produces – “Command Economy”

-No entrepreneurship, no free enterprise.

COMINTERN – Communist International in Moscow, charged with setting up Communist parties in other countries, so that there is central direction, Soviet Bloc, “workers of the world unite”

1. Perennialist – Nation is nothing more than a set of cohesive cultural commonalities by any group of people in any time and place.

2. Primordialist – Dominant view during 19th century to mid-20th, which said that the ancient world did not have nations. Today’s great powers have been nations since their own primordial past. Gave a pedigree to the imperial powers of the west. Once you have “high culture” and aristocracy, you have a nation.

3. Modernist – Cynical view, says primordialist view is a power tool, a constructed grand mythology. Necessary to have modernity for an idea of the nation. Widespread literacy, Differentiated economy and socio-economic base. Educated mass. Secularism, and Geography/Map (sense of what the nation looks like)

4. Ethno-Symbolic – It’s a modern construct, nationalism as an ideology is a modern idea, but it’s still valid to say that there are cultural continuities. A nation is old, but nationalism is new. Even without all of the features of modernity, you would still have some things.

Each is critique on the previous one

Nation contains all these elements, but isn’t specifically any one of these:

Culture

Religion

Ethnicity (or Race) 

What a nation claims to aspire to uniquely:


Aspires to self-government/autonomy


A particular piece of territory or homeland is claimed


Constant Public Effort to maintain (what it’s about)

Motifs in nationalism:

Myth, Heroes, Religion, Landscapes (Aesthetics), Landmarks, and DESTINY.

Africa





Asia





Europe








Jerusalem








